
   
 

 
Purpose: The 10th Annual Protect Our Children Midwest Area Conference, co-hosted by the United States 
Attorney’s Office for the District of Nebraska, Project Harmony, and Children’s Hospital & Medical Center, 
Omaha educates professionals and examines the multi-disciplinary collaboration and knowledge needed on the 
most current issues regarding crimes against children; child sexual/physical abuse, on-line enticement, and child 
pornography.  Featured speakers are national and local trainers who are experts in these fields. This conference 
is an excellent opportunity for various disciplines to build partnerships with local, state, federal and non-profit 
agencies to benefit child victims through effective investigations, prosecution of offenders, medical care and 
victim advocacy services.  
 
Target Audience: Victim and Child Advocates, Law Enforcement, Prosecutors, Judges, Physicians, Advanced 
Practitioners, Nurses, Social Workers, LMHP’s, CPS, Juvenile Court Staff, CASA Workers. 

General Information 
 
Registration:  All registrations must be received no later than 9/27/2013. 
 
Registration Fee: There is a $75 registration fee to attend this year’s conference.  Check or Credit Card 
payments accepted.  Questions regarding the registration process can be directed to: Shiri Tene at 
stene@projectharmony.com  or 402-595-1326.  Federal Tax ID# for Project Harmony is: 47-0789054. 
 
 If paying by Credit Card, Register Here.  Credit card information is accepted electronically during  

registration. 
 

If paying by check, Register Here.  Please make your checks payable to Project Harmony and mail to 
address below:  

Project Harmony 
  Attn: POC 
  11949 “Q” Street 
  Omaha, NE  68137  
 
 
Conference Location: Hilton Omaha  
       1001 Cass St. 
      Omaha, NE 68102 
    Ph: 402-998-3400 
 
Hotel Accommodations:  Rooms will be available at the Hilton Omaha for the government rate of $91 per 
night plus tax.  Reservations can be made online through the Hilton Omaha website or you may contact the 
hotel directly at 402-998-3400 before 5:00p.m. on Sept. 13, 2013 in order to receive the government rate.  
Please mention the “Protect Our Children Conference” when making your reservation. 

The 10th Annual  
PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
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Lodging Scholarships:  Scholarships may be available for three nights lodging.  Preference will be given to 
those with double occupancy with another conference attendee and/or need based on the distance required to 
travel to attend the conference (min. 150 miles RT).  If you are interested in receiving a LODGING Scholarship 
mark the appropriate box on the registration form.  If requesting a lodging scholarship, please DO NOT make a 
lodging reservation.  Scholarship recipients will be notified of their award no later than Sept. 2, 2013 to allow 
everyone the opportunity to receive the special conference rate if not awarded a scholarship.                                                   
 
Continuing Education Available:  

Law Enforcement: 18.25 Hrs. is maximum number of continuing education credit approved for officers 
attending the entire conference.   

CLE Nebraska: 14 Hrs. Nebraska Mandatory Continuing Legal Education has approved the 10th Annual 
Protect Our Children Midwest Area Conference for 14 CLE’s.  Activity #79218.  

CLE Iowa: Request Pending 

CME and CNE: 13.5 Hrs. is maximum contact hours of credit available for attendance over three days. 
Individual session credit available where professional credit is designated. 

CME Statement: This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential 
Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education through joint 
sponsorship of Children's Hospital & Medical Center and Project Harmony and US Attorney’s Office.  
Children's Hospital & Medical Center is accredited by the Nebraska Medical Association Commission 
on Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  Children's Hospital & 
Medical Center designates this live activity for a maximum of thirteen and one half (13.5) AMA PRA 
Category I CreditsTM.  Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.                                                                                                                       
 
CNE Statement: Children’s Hospital & Medical Center is an approved provider of continuing nursing 
education by the Nebraska Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.  Code: NE11-14H45 – 486. 
 
Disclosure: Children’s Hospital & Medical Center’s medical education policy requires independence 
and objectivity for all educational activities.  All faculty and planning committee members are expected 
to disclose to the planning committee and audience any significant relationships or financial interests. 

Please refer to the Continuing Education Legend on the conference agenda to identify which presentations and 
training workshops are eligible for CME and CNE credit.  

Mental Health and Social Work CEU’s may be submitted to their credentialing agency following the conference 
to request CEU’s.   

  Continuing Education Legend 
 ∆ Medical 

 ¤ Nursing 
Mental Health & Soc. Work CEU’s may be submitted to credentialing 
agency following the conference. 
 



Featured Presentations 
 
PLENARY PRESENTATIONS 
 
“Silent No More” ∆ ¤ 
Aaron Fisher; joint presentation with Dawn Daniels 
Hennessy and Michael Gillum, MA  
Aaron Fisher, his mother Dawn Hennessy and counselor 
Michael Gillum will present a powerful chronicle of the 
horror that was inflicted by Jerry Sandusky and the 
further victimization caused by authority figures and 
institutions. 
Objectives: 

1. Discuss special circumstances faced by victims, 
their families, CPS, and healthcare providers in 
dealing with perpetrators of child sex abuse who 
have celebrity status. 

2. Describe strategies to pursue justice and healing 
for child sex abuse victims. 

3. Discuss impact of community reaction on high-
profile cases of child sex abuse. 

 
 
“Intuition Unleashed” 
Allison Jacobs  
Retired Officer Ally Jacobs will discuss her encounter 
with Phillip Garrido, prior convicted kidnapper and how 
it played a key role in his arrest and the return of, Jaycee 
Lee Dugard.   
Objectives: 

1. Define the type of officer you are versus the type 
of officer you want to be. 

2. Identify why officers ignore their intuition. 
3. Identify what signs, signals, and clues to look 

for when searching a property. 
 
 

“Operation Stormy Nights: A Case Study” ∆ ¤ 
USA Sanford Coats and Agent Mike Beaver   
This presentation will examine the case study, Stormy 
Nights, a large-scale child prostitution investigation 
focused on the interstate prostitution of children at truck 
stops. 
Objectives: 

1. Discuss the investigative strategies and 
technology, to include a Title III Wiretap, GPS, 
and pen registers. 

2. Identify the various federal legal strategies and 
charging mechanisms available to federal 
prosecutors in complex trafficking cases.  

3. Discuss coordinative efforts between victim 
advocates, investigators and prosecutors. 
 

“State of Nebraska v Camacho Case Study” ∆ ¤ 
Corey O’Brien, JD, Suzanne Haney, MD, Officer 
Andrew Backman and Sherri Schweder  
This multi-disciplinary panel presentation examines a 
case involving a child victim of fatal sexual assault.  The 
panel will discuss investigative issues, medical evidence, 
surviving victims, and the advocacy resources available. 
Objectives: 

1. To promote communication, coordination and 
cooperation amongst law enforcement and child 
advocacy resources. 

2. To discuss how to share case information and 
remove ownership. 

3. To describe how child advocacy resources 
persevere beyond ordinary challenges. 

4. Describe the child’s injuries  and significance. 
 
“Laughing Just For the Health of It!” ∆ ¤ 
Karen Vadino, MSW, LPCC, OCPSII 
Presentation will address how understanding and 
accepting ourselves can provide a bridge to connecting 
with others. Objectives: 

1. Recognize the significance of the relationship 
between laughter and stress reduction. 

2. Identify the emotional and physical benefits of 
humor and laughter. 

3. Teach methods of putting more humor into our 
lives. 

 
“Rising Above Conflict and Trauma” ∆ ¤ 
John O’Leary  
This keynote address will illustrate the powerful 
significance of your thoughts, words, and actions. 
Objectives: 

1. Develop tools to enhance career, relationships, 
finances, health, spirituality, and emotional well-
being. 

2. Define personal plans to embrace challenges, 
discover opportunities and achieve results. 

3. Participants will be re-energized, refocused and 
be able to establish new ways to collaborate. 

 
 
“Commercial Exploitation of Children, CSEC” 
Trudy Novicki and Susan Goldfarb, MSW   
This presentation will discuss the current work being 
done on the tragic occurrences of commercial 
exploitation of children. 
Additional Information Pending 



 

 

WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT TRACK 
 
“Identifying Corroborative Evidence in Child Sexual 
Abuse Forensic Interviews Pt.1 and Pt.2” 
Jerri Sites, MA   
Corroborative evidence is the key to success in the 
investigation of child sexual abuse. This two part course 
will provide participants with a method for identifying 
corroborative evidence in child sexual abuse forensic 
interviews. 
Objectives: 

1. Identify the dynamics of child sexual abuse. 
2. Describe different types of physical evidence 

found in child sexual abuse cases. 
3. Practice utilizing a Corroborative Evidence 

Guide while observing video clips from forensic 
interviews. 

 
 
“Facebook: Combating Child Pornography” 
Emily Vacher  
Additional Information Pending 
 
“Once the Shutter Snaps: The Continued Victimization 
from Child Sex Abuse Images” 
Lauren Schuette  
This presentation will bring attention to the production 
of images and video files in child sexual abuse cases and 
highlight ways professionals working in all areas of the 
child abuse field can help locate these victims. 
Objectives: 

1. Discuss the resources of the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children. 

2. Examine the nature of online child pornography 
and the continued re-victimization of child 
victims. 

3. Discuss how Law Enforcement and CPS 
workers can contribute to locating and 
identifying victims of child pornography. 

 
 
 
“Electronic PEDO Communication Board Case” 
Michael Norris, JD, and Keith Becker, JD  
Objectives: 

1. Examine a case involving an electronic 
communication board used by multiple 
offenders from all over the country. 

 
 
 

PROSECUTOR TRACK 
 
“A Review of the Jerry Sandusky Prosecution” 
Jonelle Eshbach, JD  
This presentation will focus on the hurdles that must be 
cleared to build a successful case against a celebrity.  
Objectives: 

1. Examine the considerations at play when a 
celebrity/powerful individual is charged with 
sexual abuse. 

2. Examine the investigative tools and methods 
employed in this case. 

3. Examine victim advocacy considerations of high 
profile cases. 

4. Discuss strategy considerations in investigating 
a high profile case. 

 
 
“What’s the Difference? Court v Non Court Involved 
Child Abuse Cases” ∆ ¤ 
Kristina Haynie, MSW, MPA 
The results of a study comparing non-court and court-
involved cases will be reviewed and other recent 
research surrounding the impact on children when placed 
in custody of public child welfare agencies. 
Objectives: 

1. Explain the outcome research about child well-
being and public child welfare systems. 

2. Identify the differences in non-court vs. court-
involved cases. 

3. Explain the benefits of using data and multi-
disciplinary teams to make decisions about 
which families would benefit and which might 
not from court-involvement. 
 
 

“Confrontation Rules of the Road in Children’s Cases 
after Crawford v Washington” 
Andrew Agatston, JD  
A complicated series of locks to child hearsay testimony 
was installed due to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in 
Crawford v Washington and subsequent decisions. 
Objectives: 

1. Explain the theory of a child hearsay rule. 
2. Examine the rules of Crawford v Washington 

and subsequent cases. 
3. Review how Nebraska’s appellate courts analyze 

Crawford. 
4. Identify the classes of witnesses likely to fall 

into hearsay categories. 
 
 
 



 

 

“How To Be a Super Witness” 
Andrew Agatston, JD   
Life-changing decisions are made in trials where child 
maltreatment is alleged. Witnesses who are CAC 
professionals and their multidisciplinary team members 
can be superior by considering a change in focus before 
testifying. 
Objectives: 

1. Identify fears and concerns about testifying. 
2. Recognize the dynamics of a trial setting. 
3. Develop a reliable witness-prep framework. 
4. Develop reliable tools to use as an effective and 

competent witness. 
 
“Counter-Intuitive Behaviors of Sexual Assault 
Victims w/an Emphasis on Use of Grooming 
Techniques.” ∆ ¤ 
Darrel Turner, PhD  
This presentation explores behaviors, looking at reasons 
that help explain them, and explores available research 
that looks at the frequency of such behaviors – 
indicating the surprising frequency of them.  It also 
examines grooming behaviors frequently engaged in by 
offenders in order to facilitate just these types of 
behaviors in their victims. 
Objectives: 

1. Illustrate the counter-intuitive behaviors 
frequently engaged in by victims of childhood 
sexual abuse. 

2. Recognize grooming behaviors engaged in by 
offenders. 

3. Identify research studies available that provide 
updated, scientifically sound statistics regarding 
counter-intuitive behaviors and grooming 
techniques. 

 
 

VICTIM ADVOCACY TRACK 
 
“Advocating For Justice” ∆ ¤ 
Aaron Fisher and Michael Gillum, MA  
In this presentation the audience will learn how victim 
#1 is speaking out on behalf all victims of child sexual 
abuse. 
Objectives: 

1. Describe how political and social factors impact 
mandatory reporting. 

2. Discuss barriers to victim disclosure. 
3. Identify victim sources of support. 

 
 

 
 

“Poly-victimization of Children” ∆ ¤ 
Sherry Hamby, PhD  
This presentation will review the findings from the 
National survey of Children’s Exposure to Violence 
(NatSCEV), showing an enormous overlap across 
various categories of victimization. 
Objectives: 

1. Discuss and apply the concept of poly-
victimization. 

2. Discuss the association of poly-victimization 
with sexual abuse and other forms of 
maltreatment. 

3. To learn how to assess poly-victimization. 
 
 
“Safeguarding Child Victims’ Rights in Poly-Victim 
Cases” 
Meg Garvin, JD and Rebecca Khalil, JD  
Additional Information Pending 

 
 

“Human Trafficking In the Heartland” ∆ ¤ 
AUSA Stephen O’Meara, JD, FBI TFO Greg Chase, 
FBI TFO Amber Schlote, FBI SA Anna Brewer, FBI 
VS Kathy Thomsen 
This panel presentation will give a synopsis of one or 
more human trafficking cases in the states of Iowa and 
Nebraska.  The task force members will discuss the 
process involved in human trafficking cases to include 
identification, investigation, apprehension, prosecution, 
and victim assistance. 
Objectives: 

1. Describe the process of identification and rescue 
of human trafficking victims. 

2. Describe the process of identification, arrest, and 
prosecution of traffickers. 

3. Explain the implications with care, investigation, 
and prosecution.  

 
 
ABUSIVE HEAD TRAUMA TRACK 
 
“Diagnosis and Reporting of Suspected Abusive Head 
Trauma” ∆ ¤ 
Suzanne Haney, MD  
Objective: 

1. Describe the medical workup and considerations 
for reporting suspected abusive head trauma. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

“Detecting Deception” ∆ ¤ 
Lance Worley  
Objective: 

1. Explain law enforcement procedures for 
conducting a child abuse investigation. 

 
 
“Child Protective Services” ∆ ¤ 
Alyson Goedken   
Objective: 

1. Discuss considerations for a child protective 
services investigation into suspected child abuse. 

 
 
“When Abuse Goes to Court: Legal Aspects of Cases” 
∆ ¤ 
Don Kleine, JD  
Objective: 

1. Illustrate the legal aspects of prosecution and 
defense in a child abuse court case, including 
organ donation. 

 
 
“Rehabilitation of Pediatric Patients with Head 
Trauma” ∆ ¤ 
Jeff Stec, MS CCC/SLP 
Objective: 

1. Discuss rehabilitation and therapeutic outcomes 
for pediatric patients with abusive head trauma. 

 
 
“Abuse Prevention: Strategies for Education” ∆ ¤ 
Kristine Frerichs, Ed.S  
Objective: 

1. Identify educational strategies for preventing 
child abuse. 

 
 
TREATMENT/PREVENTION TRACK 
 
“Supervising Sex Offenders in Treatment” 
Jim Tanner, PhD 
This session examines the most common obstacles to 
effective team approaches for sex offenders under 
supervision and in treatment. 
Objectives: 
1.  Measure sex offenders’ progress in accepting 
accountability for their actions.  
2.  Measure sex offenders’ actions toward increasing 
public safety. 
3.  Measure sex offenders’ progress in making collateral 
lifestyle changes which enhance safety.    
 

“Supervising Sex Offender Sub Populations” 
Jim Tanner, PhD 
This session focuses on three of the more challenging 
subgroups; statutory offenders, pornography abusing 
offenders, and mentally ill offenders.  The distinctive 
problems in supervision and treatment for each group 
will be examined and suggestions for management 
strategies provided. 
Objectives: 
1.  Develop clear approach goals for statutory sex 
offenders.  
2.  Develop clear approach goals for pornography 
abusing sex offenders.  
3.  Develop clear approach goals for mentally ill sex 
offenders. 
 
 
“Darkness To Light Pt.1” ∆ ¤ 
Erin Aliano, MS   
The information in this program is designed to educate 
adults to prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to 
child sexual abuse.   
Objective: 

1. Define the problem of child sexual abuse and 
effects on survivors. 
 

“Darkness To Light Pt.2” ∆ ¤ 
Erin Aliano, MS   
 
In this training, you will be empowered as an individual, 
and as the person who knows best about your life and 
the life of your community, whether you are a survivor, 
a parent, a service provider or a community leader. 
Objectives: 

1. Describe the 7 Steps to Protecting Our Children 
from child sexual abuse. 

2. Discuss what it takes to protect children through 
the 4 tools of consciousness, choice, personal 
power, and relentless compassion. 


