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Criminal Justice Response to Suicide/Bullying:  
Commonwealth v Michelle Carter 

Description:  This presentation will focus on the prosecution of Michelle Carter from the investigation through 
conviction. Specifically, the challenges of prosecuting a ‘suicide’ case in which the defendant was not present 
at the crime scene; how to manage the trauma experienced by the victims in a high profile case and ensure 
the victims are being afforded the rights due them. Additionally, the presentation will center around how 
appropriate services were provided in a high profile case to ensure that the family of the deceased victim were 
afforded their rights.  This case study presentation involved a large extended family that had some unique 
family dynamics and challenges.  The presentation will talk about, as a victim advocate, how those 
uniqueness’s and challenges were addressed and the positive outcomes when victims are heard. 
Objectives: 

1. Learners will understand how bullying can lead to suicide. 
2. Learners will understand the negative effects dating relationships can play in bullying. 
3. Learners will identify strategies to manage the trauma of crime victims’ family during prosecution. 
4. Learners will understand how to balance confidentiality rights of the victims in a high profile case. 
5. Learners will understand how to instill a sense of trust in the victim by providing them with a voice in 

the criminal justice process. 
6. Learners will be able to identify ways to help victims deal with media pressures and still maintain their 

privacy.  
7. Learners will understand ways to navigate the complex area of victim compensation. 

Maryclare Flynn 
Maryclare Flynn, J.D., is a career prosecutor with over 17 years experience handling the most serious crimes in 
the Superior Courts of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; including prosecution of homicide, child sexual 
and physical abuse and elder abuse cases, as well as the civil commitment of sexually dangerous persons.   

Cheryl Robinson 
Cheryl Robinson has been an advocate for crime victims for over 20 years.  She has been with the Bristol 
County District Attorney’s Office, New Bedford, MA since 1997. She received the 2016 Gerard D. Downing 
Advocate of the Year Award, and the Outstanding Leadership in Victim Advocacy Award. She has extensive 
experience in working with victims of child abuse and many other victims of the cases prosecuted in the office 
where she works providing emotional support, court advocacy, and victim notification. 
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When Crime Victims Become Suicide Victims. 
Description: There are, on average 123 suicides per day in the United States.  Suicide is the 10th leading cause 
of death.  This presentation will look at the correlation between victims of crime and suicide victims and the 
rate of suicide that occurs of people who have experienced a traumatic criminal event.  The number one cause 
for suicide is untreated depression.  Depression is triggered by negative life experiences.  Depression is the 
number one issue that victims of crime struggle with following their victimization.  One out of every four 
women who are victims of domestic violence attempt suicide.  Victims of sexual assault are especially prone to 
suicide and suicide attempts may occur years after a sexual assault.  Studies show that victims of bullies and 
bully-victims (those who received the worst and most incessant abuse from bullies) are at extreme risk for 
suicide.  Bully’s, when not confronted and deterred are criminals.  There is a myth that suicide occurs without 
any warning signs: Fact is there are almost always warning signs.  For those who work with crime victims, it is 
imperative to know about those warning signs.  Every victim suffers from some level of fear, hopelessness, and 
depression—all are risk factors for suicide.  Victim advocates need to learn to recognize, question, and refer 
the victims the encounter regarding suicide intervention.  This presentation will teach the QPR curriculum 
(Question, Persuade, Refer).  At the end of the presentation, participants will be certified in QPR and equipped 
to assist the victims they encounter if there are warning signs of suicide.  The presentation will also include 
discussion on HOPE Squads and the LOSS Team structure of how to start one and what it may look like in their 
local area.  These 2 resources provide assistance when suicide becomes a reality on how to respond 
appropriately when providing details surrounding the death of a loved one. 
Objectives: 

1. Participants will learn the linkage between victims of crime and the risk of suicide. 
2. Participants will learn the warning signs of suicide and how to ask the ‘suicide question.’ 
3. Participants will learn ways to persuade someone to get the help they need. 
4. Participants will be able to identify local resources available for crime victims contemplating suicide. 

Scott Stemper & Angie Vogel 
Scott Stemper is a Prevention Specialist with Region V Systems (one of the six Behavioral Health Regions in 
Nebraska).  Scott works in the Substance Abuse Prevention Division, working with local communities/counties 
to build coalitions to work won building protective factors with their citizens and reducing risk factors, 
especially with youth.  Prior to coming to Region V Systems, Scott was the Exec. Director for the Area 
Substance and Alcohol Abuse Prevention, working prevention strategies in a four county region in south 
central Nebraska.  Scott worked with 14 school districts and two college campuses to improve protective 
factors and reduce risky behaviors.  Scott’s passion for suicide prevention comes from his 25 years of being in 
Law Enforcement where he investigated over 75 suicide in his career.  Scott is also a certified instructor for 
Youth and Adult Mental Health First Aid and is also a certified trainer of QPR Gatekeepers training. 
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Parents of Murdered Children & Other Survivors of Homicide Victims 
Description:  This presentation will discuss the history of Parents of Murdered Children, what the organization 
can provide for families and friends of homicide victims, and how to utilize this resource for crime victims.  The 
presentation will feature the story of the homicide of Paige’s mother and how, as a survivor victim, it is 
important for the criminal justice system to afford victims their rights. 
Objectives: 

1. Discuss the victim resource of Parents of Murdered Children. 
2. Define coping strategies for surviving family members of homicide victims.  
3. Learn how the criminal justice system can avoid re-victimizing a crime victim.  

Paige Hueser 
Paige Hueser is a retired probation/parole officer with the Missouri Dept. of Corrections.  She holds a 
Bachelors degree in Psychology and a Masters degree in Criminal Justice.  She is currently employed part-time 
with a private probation agency facilitating monthly victim impact panels for those convicted of DWI.  Ms. 
Hueser also facilitates anger management classes, shoplifting classes, and the Domestic Violence program 
bringing the victim perspective into the world of corrections.  Prior to her career as a probation/parole officer, 
she was a social worker with the Missouri Dept. of Family Services and a case worker for the Missouri Dept. of 
Senior and Disability Services. 
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Trauma-Informed Death Notification 
Description: This will be a joint presentation about death notification with compassion.  Death notifications 
are acknowledged to be one of the most difficult tasks faced by professionals.  Learning of the death of a loved 
one often is the most traumatic event in a person’s life.  For those who have experienced previous traumatic 
events, a death notification can be even more devastating.  This session will provide an overview of the 
definition of trauma, its potential impact, and the potential signs of trauma in an individual when making a 
death notification.  
Objectives:  

1. Participants will learn the components of a trauma-sensitive death notification.  
2. Participants will understand the potential for secondary trauma that can result from making death 

notifications. 
3. Participants will understand the nature of trauma and potential impact on an individual. 

Deborah Hoffman 
Deborah Hoffman, PsyD is a licensed psychologist in Nebraska.  She has provided trauma-based counseling 
and training in over 14 counties.  She is the Command Chaplain for the Nebraska State Patrol and is 
responsible for providing death notification and training the officers on trauma-informed death notification.  
She is also on staff at Lifegate Church in Omaha, NE. 

Jason Workman  
Jason Workman, MA, LMHP, LADC, CCTP has worked with first responders for the past 11 years as a clinician 
and as a law enforcement chaplain.  Jason’s work has been focused in the areas of criminal justice and 
nonprofit organizations who work with individuals in crisis.  His specialties include major mental illness, 
trauma and addiction. 
 


