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Bill 
Number 

Introducer Description 

LB172 Chambers Eliminate certain mandatory minimum penalties – remove 
mandatory minimum sentences for Class 1C and 1D felony. 

LB173 Chambers Change habitual criminal provisions – change habitual criminal 
sentences to apply only to violent crimes, with no mandatory 
minimum sentences. 

LB229 Watermeier Appropriate funds to the Supreme Court for court appointed 
special advocate state aid – appropriation is $400,000 for 
FY2015-16 and the same in FY2016-17. 

LB237 Coash Appropriate funds for correctional facilities.  Proposal to 
appropriate $261,614,000 to help the Department of Corrections 
to implement their master plan.  It is believed that these funds 
would be used to build a new correctional facility. 

LB245 Pansing-
Brooks 

Change provisions relating to DNA testing of biological material.  
Creates a provision for the court to order DNA testing in cases 
where testing may not have been available previously, or if 
technology may provide for a more accurate or probative result. 

LB290 Coash Eliminate certain notification requirements under the Sex 
Offender Registration Act and eliminate the offense of unlawful 
use of the Internet by a prohibited sex offender.  This bill was 
introduced by Sen. Coash and starts by removing a number of 
definitions from the Sex Offender Registration Act.  These 
definitions include “email address”, “instant messaging”, and 
other similar technology-related terms.  It then goes on to modify 
29-4006 and other statutes associated with SORA.  If approved, 
these modifications would eliminate the requirement that a 
registered sex offender register all email addresses, instant 
messaging identifiers and similar electronic identifying 
information.   The bill also removes a requirement that a 
registered sex offender sign a consent form that provides law 
enforcement officers the authority to search computers and other 
electronic devices or to install hardware or software on the 
electronic devices to monitor usage.  The bill removes a 
requirement that a defendant receive certain notifications related 
to the use of the internet and electronic communication devices.  

LB294 Scheer Adopt the Human Trafficking Victims Civil Remedy Act and 
change and adopt provisions relating to service of process, 
sexual assault, crimes relating to morals, human trafficking, 
search warrants, juveniles, intercepted communications, and 
forfeiture of assets – New definitions are proposed in this 
legislation as well as assistance for survivors recovering 
damages as a result of trafficking.  A section on foreign 
corporations was added.  Increases the penalty for solicitation 
and keeping a place of prostitution to a felony, as well as adds 
that those committed of labor trafficking are guilty of a felony.  
Last, it adds a section stating that juveniles are immune from 
criminal prosecution for trafficking. 

LB303 Bloomfield Authorize schools to adopt a child sexual abuse policy – 
Requires that a model policy be developed by the State 
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Department of Education and that they should assist schools in 
adopting this policy. 

LB307 Kolowski Change provisions relating to stalking and domestic abuse – This 
bill modifies 28-311.02, 28-311.03 and 28-323.  It adds electronic 
communications to the list of examples that help define a course 
of conduct for stalking and harassment purposes.  It then 
provides that “A person commits the offense of stalking if he or 
she intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly engages in a course of 
conduct directly, indirectly, or through third parties directed at a 
specific person or a family or household member of such person 
which terrifies, threatens, intimidates, follows, detains, disturbs, 
or imposes any retraint on such person.” 
  
The bill would modify 2nd degree domestic assault.  If passed, the 
crime would include the following acts: 
(a)    Intentionally and knowingly causing bodily injury to an 
intimate partner with a dangerous instrument; 
(b)   Recklessly causing serious bodily injury to an intimate 
partner with a dangerous instrument; 
(c)    Intentionally and knowingly causing substantial bodily injury 
to an intimate partner; 
(d)   Intentionally and unlawfully causing substantial bodily injury 
to an unborn child by intentionally and unlawfully inflicting any 
injury on the mother of the child; 
(e)   With intent to inflict bodily harm, administers to or causes to 
be taken by another, poison or any other destructive or noxious 
substance; or 
(f)     Knowingly inflicting bodily harm which by design causes 
such pain and agony as to be the equivalent of that produced by 
torture. 
  
The bill also modifies some of the enhancement provisions and 
provides additional definitions to new terms in 28-323, such as 
substantial bodily injury and torture. 

LB354 McCollister Change provisions relating to Crime victims and witnesses – This 
bill adds a provision to the Victim’s Bill of Rights, specifically 
stating that personal information obtained by the court about 
victims and witnesses should be kept from public view.  It also 
provides for changes to the Crime Victims Reparations fund, 
adding a victim representative to the review board, and 
increasing the overall limit for funds allocated to CVR recipients 
from $10,000 to $25,000. 

LB358 Garrett Change paternity provisions for a child conceived as a result of a 
sexual assault – This bill excludes biological fathers, where the 
child was conceived as a result of a sexual assault, from being 
considered a part of the child’s family for purposes of requiring 
reasonable efforts to preserve and reunify the family.  It also 
requires the County Attorney to automatically file for the 
termination for the biological father’s rights in situations where 
the father is convicted of sexual assault, and would pause a 
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paternity action if there was pending criminal action.  Does 
provide the opportunity for the mother of the child to give consent 
for the father to have access to custody, parenting time, etc, in 
cases of sexual assault. 

LB425   

LB426  Provide for violent offenders and provide powers and duties for 
the Director of Correctional Services, the Parole Administrator, 
the Board of Parole, and parole officers 
The bill creates a definition for “violent offender.”  This term 
would include any person convicted of murder in the first degree; 
murder in the second degree; manslaughter; assault in the first 
degree; kidnapping; sexual assault in the first degree; or robbery. 
  
The current law provides in part that when a person who has 
been convicted of a Class IA felony or first degree sexual assault 
and is being released on furlough, Corrections is to notify law 
enforcement that the person is being released two weeks prior to 
the release.  The bill would modify this and require that anyone 
classified as a violent offender under the above definition is 
referred to Parole in order to enroll in an electronic monitoring 
program. 

LB437 Ebke Change provisions related to Parenting Act – Changes the 
Parenting Act to include provisions for joint custody.  Adds new 
considerations for the court as it relates to determinations of 
custody.  Has some specific language to provide for exceptions 
in cases of domestic violence.  Does require “meaningful 
consultation” between parents, which is a concern in domestic 
violence cases. Does require a high conflict communication 
protocol in these cases. 

LB459 Crawford Change provisions relating to a deposition of a child victim or 
child witness – This bill would prohibit the deposition of children 
under the age of 16 who have already had a video recorded 
interview at a CAC or police department.  The only exceptions 
are by agreement of the parties or by approval by the court. 

LB485 Stinner State intent relating to appropriations for child welfare.  This bill 
would appropriate $500,000 for FY2015-16 and FY2016-17 to 
help expand satellite services for Child Advocacy Centers across 
the state.  

LB504 Krist Change provisions relating to presentence reports and 
examinations. This bill seeks to modify current laws regarding the 
use and dissemination of the presentence investigation report.  It 
adds language that would require a copy of the report be given to 
the defense counsel and prosecution at least 7 days prior to a 
sentencing hearing.  The amended language allows the court to 
order that the report not be reproduced or disseminated to 
anyone other than the attorneys and the defendant.  It also 
allows the court to order that the contact information for the 
victim(s) and witnesses named in the report be redacted by 
showing by a preponderance of the evidence that it is necessary 
“in the interests of public safety.”  
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LB505 Krist Change provisions of the Security, Privacy, and Dissemination of 
Criminal History Information Act.  This bill seeks to modify 29-
3523.  It removes the following language from statute: 
That part of criminal history record information consisting of a 
notation of an arrest, described in subsection (2) of this section, 
shall not be disseminated to persons other than criminal justice 
agencies after the expiration of the periods described in 
subsection (2) of this section” 
  
It would then replace the deleted language with 
After the expiration of the periods described in subsection (2) of 
this section, a criminal justice agency shall respond to a public 
inquiry in the same manner as if there were no criminal history 
record information and criminal history record informant shall not 
be disseminated to any person other than a criminal justice 
agency. 
  
Subsection (2) that is referenced would be modified to state that 
“in the case of an arrest, citation in lieu of arrest, or referral for 
prosecution without citation, all criminal history record information 
relating to the case shall be removed from the public record in 
certain circumstances.  One of the current circumstances is “In 
the case of an arrest for which charges are filed, but dismissed 
by the court on motion of the prosecuting attorney as a result of a 
hearing not the subject of a pending appeal, after three years 
from the date of arrest.”  
  
This language would be modified to keep language regarding the 
motion of the prosecuting attorney, separate it from the language 
regarding a hearing, and add “(iii) after acquittal, or (iv) after 
completion of a program described by a drug court or any other 
problem solving court approved by the Supreme Court, the 
criminal history record information shall not be part of the public 
record immediately upon notification of a criminal justice agency 
after acquittal pursuant to subdivision (2)©(iii) of this section or 
after the entry of an order dismissing the case.” 
  
After a case is dismissed under this proposed language, “all 
records, including any information or other data concerning any 
proceedings relating to the offense, including the arrest, taking 
into custody, petition, complaint, indictment, information, trial, 
hearing, adjudication, correctional supervision, dismissal, or other 
disposition or sentence, are not part of the public record and shall 
not be disseminated to persons other than criminal justice 
agencies”.  Records relating to the offense would then be 
sealed.  
  
The bill then allows a person to respond to any public inquiry 
about his or her arrest record “as if the arrest , citation in lieu of 
arrest, or referral for prosecution without citation never occurred.” 
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In summary, it appears that this law requires the criminal history 
of anyone who has had charges filed and the charges are later 
dismissed by the court, including dismissal following the 
completion of program through a drug court or any other problem 
solving court that is approved by the Supreme Court, be sealed 
immediately following the dismissal of the case. 

LB545 Harr Provide for additional mandatory minimum sentencing as 
prescribed.   

LB592 Bolz Change provisions relating to corrections and parole and 
mentally ill offenders.  Requires policies to ensure complete 
documentation regarding programming completed by offenders.  
Removes language regarding personality disorder.  Requires that 
rules and regulations be established regarding the evaluation of 
offenders prior to release and that a screening should be done 
for mental health needs for all individuals within 2 weeks of 
intake.  Requires that the Attorney General and others be 
contacted prior to termination of probation or parole for those 
who have been evaluated by corrections as potentially mentally ill 
and dangerous.  Requires that mental health care be provided to 
committee offenders.  Appears to remove the Office of Parole 
Administration from the Department of Correctional Services.  
Modifies other responsibilities of Parole and the Board of Parole. 

LB605 Mello LB 605 provides a new classification scheme for crimes. There 
also appears to be changes to corrections, parole and probation, 
including sanctions that can be issued against an individual for 
violating conditions of parole and probation.  Finally, and perhaps 
the most relevant piece to our work is the addition of regulations 
to improve the collection of restitution. 

LB606 Mello Adopt the Office of Inspector General of the Nebraska 
Correctional System Act, change provisions relating to the Public 
Counsel, and mandate a declaration by the Governor of a 
correctional system overcrowding emergency as prescribed.  
This bill creates a new office to provide increased accountability 
and oversight of the Nebraska Correctional System.    Provides 
definitions and language needed to determine this. 


