
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2014 Conference Theme 
 
 
 
                                                                                                

In Observation of  
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week 
 

 
10th Annual Training Conference 

 

April 28 - 29, 2014 
 

Location: 
Project Harmony 

11949 Q Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68117 

 
Sponsored by: 

U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Nebraska 
Nebraska Coalition for Victims of Crime (NCVC) 
Nebraska Alliance of Child Advocacy Centers 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, Omaha Division 
Office of Justice Programs: Office for Victims of Crime, Washington DC 

 

                 

 

     “30 Years: 
Restoring the 

Balance of Justice” 
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CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS: 
 
Law Enforcement    Probation/Parole Officers 
Corrections Personnel   Educators 
Victim Service Providers  School Resource Officers 
Attorneys     Health Care Providers 
Judges      Mental Health Providers 
Community Leaders   Medical Professionals 
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General Information  
 
Registration: All registrations must be received no later than 4/18/14. There are 3 ways to 
register for this year’s conference. Complete your registration online, email, or by regular United 
States Postal Service.  The registration form is located on the last page of thise brochure. 
Please use the form for submitting all registrations. 
 
 

ALL REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CONFIRMED BY EMAIL 
If you do not receive an email confirmation, please contact: 

Gage County Victim Assistance 
kmcgrury@beatrice.ne.gov 

 
 
 
 
 

The United States Department of Justice, U.S. Attorneys’ Office, will provide 
reasonable accommodations to people with disabilities.  Request should be made 
to Kim Roewert, toll-free at (800) 889-9124, or by e-mail at 
kim.roewert@usdoj.gov, as early as possible, preferable at least two weeks in 
advance of the conference.  No attendee will be excluded from a presentation on 
the basis of a disability-related accommodation request. 
 

mailto:kmcgrury@beatrice.ne.gov


Conference Location: Project Harmony, 11949 “Q” Street, Omaha, NE  68117 
Parking is Complementary. Please park to the South of the Building.  
 
Lodging Scholarships: A limited number of lodging scholarships will be available for 
participants traveling a minimum of 100 miles round trip for up to two nights total.  Two nights 
will be considered when drive time exceeds 4 hours.  Please indicate on your registration form if 
you are seeking a lodging scholarship.  DO NOT contact the hotel directly if you are seeking a 
scholarship. You will receive an email confirmation regarding a lodging scholarship award.  
All lodging scholarship requests must be received no later than March 31, 2014. 
 
Hotel Accommodations: Lodging is available at the Hampton Inn & Suites, 12331 
Southport Parkway, LaVista, NE.  Hampton Inn & Suites is located 5 minutes away from Project 
Harmony.  A block of rooms has been reserved at a special conference rate of $100.00 per night 
Mon. night (4/28/14) and Tues. night (4/29/14). Please contact the hotel directly at 402-895-2900 
to make your lodging reservation (unless you are requesting a lodging scholarship). Tell them 
you are with the “Crime Victims’ Rights Conference”.  In order to receive the conference rate, 
your reservation has to be made by:  March 31, 2014.  Check-in time for lodging is 3:00pm. 
 
 
Registration Fee: There is a $40 non-refundable registration fee. Cash, Checks, and Credit 
Cards are the forms of payment that will be accepted. Please make checks payable to NCVC, 
Federal Tax ID #36-3358807. If paying by CREDIT CARD you must use Pay Pal. 
Remember, when paying via PayPal, you must still send in your completed registration 
form. 
 
CEU’s: Mental Health and Social Work CEU’s need to be submitted to the appropriate 
governing agency for approval following the conference. Nebraska does not “pre-approve” 
CEU’s for conferences that are not sponsored by Nebraska Dept. of Health & Human Services. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 28 
 
11:30am   REGISTRATION  
 
12:30-1:00pm  WELCOME/OPENING REMARKS  
 
1:00-3:00pm    “NEUROBIOLOGY OF TRAUMA” 
   Barb Jessing, LMHP  

Description: This presentation will be an overview of the effects of trauma on 
the brain, mind, body and spirit, geared toward understanding the experience of 
the crime victim through this lens.  This presentation will help those who assist 
crime victims at any stage in the legal process from acute crisis, throughout the 
judicial process, to understand the symptoms or behaviors they may see, and to 
respond in a way that contributes to the person’s recovery. 

   Objectives: 
1. To understand basic neurobiology of trauma. 

   2. To understand the range of reactions to trauma experienced by crime victims. 
   3. To understand the symptoms and behaviors associated with traumatic   
                                            reactions. 
   4. To understand the practices that support victim recovery. 
   5.  Learn ways to adapt one’s style to accommodate the needs of the traumatized    
                                            crime victim. 
 
3:00-3:15pm  BREAK 
 
3:15-4:45pm  “WORKING WITH THE UNCOOPERATIVE VICTIM” 
   Tonia Soukup, JD 

Description: This presentation highlights the unique struggles experienced by 
victims of crime as they enter the criminal justice process and how these 
struggles impact their capacity and ability to testify.  The presentation will show 
how to advocate effectively for victims of crime during the prosecution phase of 
the case. 

   Objectives:  
1. Participants will gain an understanding of why victims recant. 
2. Participants will learn how to help victims who may not recognize their 

victimization. 
3. Participants will learn how to set up effective community collaboration. 

 
4:45-5:00pm  Wrap Up/Adjourn 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 29 
 
8:30-9:00am  “NCVC—Nebraska Coalition for Victims of Crime: WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT” 
   Toni Jensen, NCVC President 
 



   
 
9:00-10:00am  “WHEN THE OFFENDER IS A JUVENILE” 
   Toni Jensen, MS & Amoreena Brady 

Description: This presentation will walk through the criminal justice process and 
associated victim’s rights when the offender is involved in the Juvenile Justice 
System.  Representatives from Nebraska Probation will share information on 
how juvenile offenders are supervised and how victims are a key component in 
the supervision. 

   Objectives: 
1. Participants will understand the juvenile justice process. 
2. Participants will understand the victim’s role in the juvenile justice process. 
3. Participants will be able to identify resources for victims of crime when the 

offender is a juvenile. 
 
10:00-10:15am  BREAK  
 
10:15-12:00pm  “GRIEF & HOMICIDE” 

Duane T. Bowers, LPC, CCHt  
Description: The workshop will educate advocates on the different responses 
they may observe in homicide survivors including the body/brain interaction. 
From delivering death notifications to helping survivors move forward while the 
progress of their case within the justice system may seem to be languishing, the 
workshop will provide the participants a toolbox to aid them in being effective in 
such sensitive cases, long and short term. 
Objectives: 
1. Participants will understand and identify the emotional  and psychological 

responses to homicide. 
2. Participants will learn how to make a compassionate death notification and 

how those receiving the notification may respond. 
3. Participants will understand their short and long term roles with homicide 

survivors. 
 
12:00-12:45pm LUNCH ON SITE--COURTESY OF NCVC & NEBRASKA ALLIANCE OF 

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTERS 
 
12:45-1:15pm  NEVAA—Nebraska Victim Assistance Academy Update  
   Lauren Pilnick, Project Coordinator 
 
1:15-2:45pm  “LIVING WITH A STALKER” 

Kathy Nebel 
Description: This presentation will tell about the lifelong journey of a victim of 
domestic violence and stalking.  It’s a survivor’s personal story of 25+ years of 
how she has coped with the daily concern of being stalked. It’s a story of hope, 
not hopelessness, offering a very personal look at living despite paralyzing fear 
and how all systems including courts, law enforcement, and advocacy have 
changed over the years.  
Objectives: 
1. Participants will learn the direct challenges faced by victims of stalking. 
2. Participants will learn advocacy tools to use when working with victims of 

stalking. 
3. Participants will learn pro-active actions to take for victims of stalking.  
 

2:45-3:00pm  BREAK 
 
 



 
3:00-4:00pm  “VICTIM OFFENDER DIALOGUE IN NEBRASKA” 
   Elizabeth Jeanette 

Description:  This presentation will provide an overview of the Victim Offender 
Dialogue (VOD) process.  It will cover a brief historical view as well as the 
current Essential Principles of Corrections-Based Victim Offender Dialogue 
developed by the National Association of Victim Service Providers in 
Corrections (NAVSPIC) VOD National Standards Subcommittee in December of 
2013.  We will discuss the elements of a successful VOD as well as the elements 
of an unsuccessful VOD.   

   Objectives: 
1. Provide an understanding of the basic elements of Victim Offender Dialogue 

(VOD) to include the three distinct stages of the process: preparation stage; 
dialogue stage; and post dialogue stage. 

2. Provide an understanding of the distinction of the role/responsibility of the 
victim in a VOD and the role of the inmate in a VOD. 

3. Provide an understanding of the role/responsibility of the VOD Facilitator to 
include sufficient training and skill set. 

4. Discuss the issue of who initiates a VOD. 
5. Discuss how to begin and how to end a VOD. 

 
4:00-5:00pm  “VICTIMS AND THE PAROLE PROCESS”  
    Rex Richard   

Description: This presentation will provide information on how victims of crime 
can access the parole board and/or have their voices heard by the Nebraska Board 
of Parole. 
Objectives:  

 1.  Explain parole process including terminology used and sentence structures. 
              2.  Describe special conditions that may be imposed on parolees. 

               3.  Describe methods of access victims may pursue with the Nebraska Board of   
      Parole. 
      
5:00pm   ADJOURN 
  



2014 CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS 10TH ANNUAL TRAINING CONFERENCE 
APRIL 28 – 29, 2014 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS APRIL 18, 2014 
 
 
 

FIRST NAME: _____________________________  LAST NAME: _________________________ 
 
TITLE: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AGENCY: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS 2: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:_________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ____________________ 
 
EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE: ________________________________FAX: __________________________________ 
 
NON-REFUNDABLE REGISTRATION FEE: $40.00 
 

REGISTRATION FEE (CHECK ONE): 
ENCLOSED     
SENDING BY MAIL    
REQUEST INVOICE-SEND TO ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE  
PAYING THRU Pay Pal    

 
REQUEST LODGING SCHOLARSHIP-2 NIGHTS ALLOWED IF DRIVE TIME EXCEEDS 4 HRS.:                     
MON. 4/28/14                         TUE. 4/29/14 
        (REQUESTS FOR LODGING SCHOLARSHIPS MUST BE MADE BEFORE MARCH 31ST) 

 
ROOMMATE:____________________________________________________________ 

*********************************** 
MAKE ALL PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO: NCVC 

 
SUBMIT YOUR REGISTRATION FORM VIA EMAIL, FAX OR MAIL TO: 

  
Email:  kmcgrury@beatrice.ne.gov 
FAX: 402-228-3765 
MAIL: GAGE COUNTY VICTIM ASSISTANCE 

BEATRICE POLICE DEPT. 
ATTN: KERRI 
201 N. 5TH ST. 
BEATRICE, NE  68310 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=TQCY6F69WUSH8
mailto:kmcgrury@beatrice.ne.gov
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